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Washington County Planning Commission Meeting
March 13,2007

ITEM #5. CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT. Request permission for ATV and jeep wilderness

tours on s*a N{o*tu;t, gLM tand, with staging area located south of Grassy Meadows Sky

Ranch. Jim ClaY, aPPlicant. 
r

The planner explained that the applicant has been permitted for ATV and jeep wilderness tours

through BLM for the Sand Mountain area since 2000. With their recent move from Washington

City ti the Sky Ranch area and the need for a County Business License, it was discovered that the

applicant was operating in the County without a Conditional Use Permit' They have a valid

Sp*iul Recreation Permit from BLM, which was recently extended for anotherl0 years, until

December 2016. The applicant is a certified ATV Safety Instructor and trained in CPR, with the

Utah Emergency Medicai Training Council. Mr. Clay has submitted a pre-ride checklist, safety

talk outline, and survival box contents for the commission's review. A certificate of liability

insurance for $100,000.00 was submitted, with the county being named insured endorsement.

There are 9 ATV's and one Jeep used on these tours beginning at7.00 or 8:00 a.m. and the

evening sunset tours ending by b:00 p.m. The applicant has provided a letter from BLM

acknowledging the staging area, and approval for its use'

Jim Clay, applicant, explained that approximately six or sevenATV's and one jeep are used on

each tour, except on c6rporate rideswhich require additionat guides. All of the ATV's are single

occupant vehicies. Riders younger than ffieen years of age must take a safety course. The

appfilant provides specialiraining in the BLM staging area using cones to make sure that every

dri*, can safely navigate the vehicle. Nighttime rides are only offered for experienced drivers.

The season is fypically from Spring Break through Christmas'

There was a discussion regarding possible hazards, including barbed wire fences and livestock.

Mr. Clay knows where all the barbed wire fences are located, and is able to avoid them. The

majorrty of livestock are moved during the summer months to cooler areas'

There was a discussion regarding sanitation provisions. m. Chy explained that the BLM has

instructed them to dispose-of wurt" by digging a hole silx to eight inches deep, with a small shovel

that he carries in his survival box, and burying it. There are no porta-potties at the staging area, so

Mr. Clay instructs his riders to stop at a localconvenience store and use the facilities beforehand.

Motion was made by Commissioner Everett to recommend approval of the Conditional

use Permit, for a period of one (l) year, subject to applicant being alert to safety hazards,

caution around livestoclq fencing and compliance to age and training requirements'

Commissioner Christopher.".ood"d the motion. Four (4) commissioners voted Aye. The

motion carried.
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March 11' 2008

N. Review extension for ATV and jeep

with smglng area located south of Grassy

The planner explained that this is an automatic annuar review for ATV and jeep wilderness tours'

As reviewed previously, the applicant bas;;; pe'mitteA thlgueh BLM for the Sand Mountain

area since 2000. withtheir recent move n'"--w*r'itgton city to the sky 
1*:l 

area and the

need for a County B;;;;; Lir.nr., *. f"*a that thJapplicant was operating T the County

without a ConditioJUse Perrnit fney t'u"t a valid Splcaf Recreation Permit from BLM'

which was recently ro"raJm, *otfroiO V"*tan91.Tt:t 2016' The applicant is a certified

ATV safety I*tru"- *Jlained in cpR, i"i rt in utah Emergency Ivreaicat rraining council'

Mr. Clay has submitt-Jl p**ia. 
"h."k[t], 

;;ftt tar< o^utr{re' Ld sutuiual box-contents for the

commission,r rrui.*]l*.irtin ute of fiaffi i***." for $tbo,oo0'00 was submitted' with the

County being named insured 
"oao.r...niido 

ut" ffint ervs and one Jeep used on these

tours beginning 
"t 

7;00 *t:00 a.m. and the evening sunset tours ending by 8:00 p'm' There are

approximately six jeep tours-during.tt" y"*' Stdf^ asked that the applicant submit a letter

from BLM acknowledging the staging are4 which the applicant provided'

GinaClay,applicant,expiained.thaJlhelearenorentals,onlyguidedtours,rangingfromtwo
hours to six hours on giNa hnd. About g5% of theriders *Jin *prtienced. There is arso one

new rhino vehicre, *iin ,."at"rts that noni* ua,rhs the front and-two children in the back' The

;iltanis i"t 
"*nbags 

and pick up tash along the route'

MotionwasmadebyCommissionerFordtorecommendapprovalforaConditionalUsePermit
Extension for ATv and jeep w'derness ioo., on sand M'ountain, BLM Land, with staging

area located south of Grassy rvr."ao*' srty R"o"h' subject to continued compliance with

terms of the original approval. commissioner christopher seconded the motion' Four(4)

commissioners voted Aye-' The motion carried

ltem #6. CONDI'I'I!'NAI' uD|l 'rf,alrt- "'^

*liE*." t"*t on SanO Mountain' |LM 
Land'

luf*ao*t Sky Ranch' Jim Clay' applicant'


